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The wetlands of Praia da Vitória, are best known for their migrant avifauna, since many neartic 
species are drawn to the Azores, especially during Winter. However, due to strong human pressures –
mostly urbanization and land use change, they are in need of a specific program of conservation. The 
LIFE + European Programme candidacy aimed to recover, restore and reorder a wet green 
infrastructure in Praia da Vitória coastal edge, formed by three wetlands, namely: “Paul da Praia da 
Vitória”, “Paul do Belo Jardim” and “Paul da Pedreira do Cabo da Praia”.At the ecological level, it is 
expected that the creation of a network of wetlands and the renaturalisation of these strongly 
humanized areas, will result in an increase in biodiversity indicators (richness and abundance of native 
species), as well as the improvement of the ecological conditions to support migratory birds species. 
Besides the ecological benefits, it is also expected that the restoration process will have a positive 
impact on the socio-economic sustainability of the city, for instance increasing the number of national 
and international birdwatchers visiting the area, and the development of a more environmentally 
aware society.
During this short fieldtrip, the participants will be able to visit the “Paul da Praia da Vitória”. This is 
the largest of the three wetlands, and has a long history of land use change. In the XX century, most of 
that area was converted into a grassland, but after the restoration interventions, it is now possible to 
see typical marshy vegetation, and the bird species are also recovering.One of the most striking bird 
species of this marsh is the common moorhen. At some point, it was considered as an endemic 
subspecies ( Murphy & Chapin, 1929), however, presently, there is no 
genetic study to support this hypothesis. Although neither the season, nor the time of day are the best 
for the observation of birds, the researchers of the LIFE – CWR project will accompany you on a 
visit, showing the best features of “Paul da Praia da Vitória”. We hope you will come back and see the 
full potential of these areas! For further knowledge, you may be interested in some studies concerning 
the wetlands of Praia da Vitória and the birds of the Azores. See a selection below.
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